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OFFICIAL STATEMENT FROM THE FIRST PRESIDENCY

The First Presidency have recently received letters making
inquiry concerning the position of the Church regarding the con-
tracting of polygamous or plural marriages. It is evident from
these letters, as well as from certain published material—some of
it distributed during our last General Conference—that a secret
and, accoixling to reputation, an oath-bound organization of mis-
guided individuals is seeking to lead the people to adopt adul-
terous relations under the guise of a pretended and false poly-
gamous or plural marriage ceremony.
AVhile the position of the Church since 1893 has been repeatedly

set forth, namely, that polygamous or plural marriages are not
and cannot now be performed, yet in order that there may be no
excuse for any Church member to be misled by the false re-

presentations or the corrupt, adulterous practices of the mem-
bers of this secret, and (by reputation) oath-bound organization
(of which the history of the Nephites and Lamanites shows so
many counterparts), it is deemed wise again to set out the
position of the Church on this matter, at the same time tracing
the outlines of the historical facts lying behind the Church's
position, of which many young Church members may not be
fully aware.
Marriage may be defined as the act, ceremony, or process by

which a man and woman are legally recognized as husband and
wife.
While it constitutes a contract in which the consent of the

parties involved is necessary, the law, both canonical and civil,

provides that certain specific requirements be complied with
before it can be recognized as legal and binding upon the persons
who enter into the marriage relation.
Marriage presupposes parenthood, and parenthood involves the

responsibility of husband to wife, wife to husband, parents to
children, and children to parents.
Marriage is fraught with greater possibilities for good or evil,

happiness or despair, prosperity or penury, exaltation or con-
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damnation, than any other relationship upon which a man or
woman may embark.
When questioned by the Pharisees regarding the proper

relationship of husband and wife, Jesus answered

:

From the beginning of the creation God made them male and female.
For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother and cleave to his
wife ; and they twain shall be one flesh : so then they are no more twain,
but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let no man put
asunder.

The duty of parents to children who are born to them in wed-
lock is definitely defined. Parents are under obligation most
solemn to instruct, train, and provide for their children. If they
are indifferent or negligent and the children become evil or
wicked, the parents are held responsible.
Children are to honour their parents, obey them in righteous-

ness, and comply with their just demands.
From the beginning, civil laws have existed which have made

it obligatory upon those who entered into the bonds of matri-
mony to observe these sacred obligations of husband to wife,
wife to husband, parents to children, and children to parents.
The violations of these sacred obligations are made punishable
offenses, and compliance with them is obligatory.

EARLY REVELATIONS ON MARRIAGE

At an early period in the history of the Church, nine months
after its organization, speaking upon the subject of marriage,
the Lord said

:

Thou shalt love thy wife with all thy heart, and shalt cleave unto her,
and none else. And he that looketh upon a woman to lust after her shall
deny the faith, and shall not have the Spirit ; and if he repents not he
shall be cast out.

The following appears in a revelation which was given a month
after the one just quoted :

And again, verily I say unto you, that whoso forbiddeth to marry is

not ordained of God, for marriage is ordained of God unto man. Where-
fore, it is laAvful that he should have one wife, and they twain shall be one
flesh, and all this that the earth might answer the end of its creation ;

and that it might be filled with the measure of man, according to his
creation before the world was made.

The quotations cited above are from Sections 42 and 49, Doctrine
and Covenants, the former given February 9th, 1831, and the
latter a month later.

Referring to the family relationship involved in matrimony,
the Lord says

:

And again, verily I say unto you, that every man who is obliged to pro-
vide for his own family, let him provide, and he shall in no wise lose his
crown. (Doctrine and Covenants, Sec. 75 : 28.)

At this period in the history of the Church the doctrine of the
eternity of the marriage covenant and plural marriage had not
been revealed. It is obvious that the Church, at that time,
recognized the monogamic system of marriage which prevailed
among Christian people of the world.
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Twelve years after the foregoing revelations—that is, on July
12th, 1843—the revelation on the eternity of the marriage cove-
nant, including plurality of wives, was announced, one year before
the martyrdom of the Prophet and of the Patriarch of the
Church.

It was a new and unthought of doctrine that the marriage
relation might be effective after death, and that to make it so

this relation must be sealed upon the contracting parties for

time and eternity, by one having authority from God, to act and
speak in His name.
This authority was conferred upon Peter by our Lord when

He said to him

:

I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven : and whatso-
ever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven ; and whatsoever
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. (Matt. 16 : 19.)

The keys of this authority were sealed upon Joseph Smith

:

I have appointed unto my servant Joseph to hold this power in the last

days, and there is never but one on the earth at a time upon whom this

power and the keys of this priesthood are conferred.

Any ceremony pretending to bind man and woman together
beyond the period of mortal life, which is not solemnized by one
who has been commissioned and authorized by the man who
holds the keys of authority to bind upon earth with a covenant
which will be binding in heaven, is of no efficacy or force when
people are out of the world.
There is but one person on the earth at a time upon whom the

keys of this sealing ordinance are conferred. That man is the
presiding High Priest, the President of the Church. He is the
bearer of this authority, which he may exercise personally or he
may commission others to exercise it under his jurisdiction, for
such time, long or short, up to the end of his life, as he may
desire.

REVELATIONS ON PLURAL MARRIAGE

It was after the revelation of July, 1843, which provided that
under certain conditions, which are clearly defined, a man may
receive more than one woman to be his wife, that plural marriage
became a recognized doctrine of the Church. Under this system
family ties were established and relationships entered into which
were held sacred and binding, not alone by those who accepted
and entered into the order of plural marriage, but by all who
had become members of the Church.
While the practice of plural marriage was severely critized by

the ministers of various religious denominations and others, it

was not until 1874 that the Congress of the United States took
definite steps looking to the suppression of the practice. A mem-
ber of the Church who had entered into tue order of plural
marriage was arrested, tried before a jury, found guilty, and
sentenced to pay a fine of five hundred dollars, and be incarcer-
ated for two years at hard labour.
An appeal was taken to the Supreme Court of the territory,

which confirmed the decree of the lower court. The case was
then carried to the Supreme Court of the United States, which
ruled that the law prohibiting the practice of plural marriage
was constitutional and enforceable,
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From August, 1877, the date of the death of President Brigham
Young, until October, 1880, the Council of the Twelve, with John
Taylor at their head, directed the affairs of the Church.
At the October Conference, 1880, the First Presidency was

reorganized, John Taylor was sustained as President, with George
Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith as his first and second counselors.
During the entire period of the presidency of John Taylor, 1880

to 1887, relentless prosecution of men who had entered into the
relationship of plural marriage was intensified.

Under the provisions of the Edmunds-Tucker law, the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was disincorporated, the
Perpetual Emigration Fund Company was dissolved, and all prop-
erty belonging to the Church, with the exception of buildings
used exclusively for religious worship, was escheated to the
government.
Hundreds of men who had contracted plural marriages were

heavily fined, and imprisoned. All persons who coiild not sub-
scribe to a test oath which was provided especially for those who
practised or believed in the practice of plural marriage, were dis-

franchised.
It became obvious that no human power could prevent the

disintegration of the Church, except upon a pledge by its mem-
bers to obey the laws which had been enacted prohibiting the
pi'actice of polygamy.

It was under these circumstances that Wilford Woodruff was
sustained as President of the Church, in April, 1889.

September 2fth, 1890, President Woodruff promulgated his
official declaration to the Church and people of the United States,
commonly referred to as The Manifesto.

PRESIDENT WOODRUFF ISSUES THE MANIFESTO

On the day that the Manifesto was issued, President Woodruff
wrote in his journal:

I have arrived at a point in the history of my life as the President of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, where I am under the
necessity of acting for the temporal salvation of the Church, and after
praying to the Lord, and feeling inspired, 1 have issued the following
proclamation, which is sustained by my counselors and the Twelve
Apostles.

After reviewing the enactment of the law prohibiting the
practice of plural marriage, and the effect of its enforcement,
President Woodruff, in his declaration, says

:

Inasmuch as laws have been enacted by Congress forbidding plural
marriages, which laws have been pronounced constitutional by the court
of last resort, I hereby declare my intention to submit to those laws, and
to use my influence with the members of the Church over which I preside
to have them do likewise. . . . And I now publicly declare that my
advice to the Latter-day Saints is to refrain from contracting any mar-
riage forbidden by the law of the land.

The Manifesto was signed by President Woodruff as President
of the Church.
After the vote approving the Manifesto had been recorded

(October 6th, 1890), President Woodruff, addressing the Confer-
ence congregation, said:

I want to say to all Israel that the step which I have taken in issuing
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this Manifesto has not been done without earnest prayer before the Lord.
I am not ignorant of the feelings that have been engendered through the
course I have pursued, but I have done my duty.

The declaration by President Woodruff and its approval by
the members of the Church in General Conference assembled,
was accepted by the government as evidence that the practice of
plural marriage would be discontinued. Prosecutions under the
Edmunds-Tucker bill ceased, and a spirit of neighbourly goodwill
Avas established between members and non-members of the
Church.
In December, 1891, one year after the announcement of the

official declaration of President Woodruff, a petition signed by
the First Presidency and the Council of the Twelve was prepared
and forwarded to the President of the United States, asking that
amnesty be granted to all violators of the Federal laAV which pro-
hibited the practice of plural marriage.
This petition was also signed by Governor Arthur L. Thomas,

Judge Charles S. Zane, and many other non-members of the
Church. The petition was approved and the prayer of the
signers granted by President Benjamin Harrison, on January
4th, 1893. The prayer of the petitioners was granted with the
definite understanding that the practice of plural marriage was
to be discontinued.
September 6th, 1893, the Enabling Act, granting to the people

of Utah permission to meet in convention and frame a constitution
under which Statehood might be granted, was presented by
Joseph L. Rawlins, Representative in Congress, Avas passed by
the Congress, and approved by the President.

THE SUBSTANCE OP THE ENABLING ACT

The Enabling Act provided (Section 3—First)

:

That perfect toleration of religious sentiment shall be secured, and that
no inhabitant of said State shall ever be molested in person or property,
on account of his or her mode of religious worship : Provided, that poly-
gamous or plural marriages are forever prohibited.

The convention met March 4th, 1895, an acceptable constitution
Avas fiamed, and by proclamation of President Grover Cleveland,
Utah Avas admitted to the LTnion as a sovereign State.

Ariticle III. of the State Constitution provides as follows :

The following ordinance shall be irrevocable without the consent of the
United States, and the people of this State :

FIRST: Perfect toleration of religious sentiment is guaranteed. No
inhabitant of this State shall ever be molested in person or property on
account of his or her mode of religious worship, but polygamous or plural
marriages are forever prohibited.

March 28th, 1896, President Grover Cleveland, in response to a
memorial which had been presented to and approved by Con-
gress, restored to the Church the property which had been
escheated to the government in 1887. This petition was signed
by Wilford Woodruff, George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith,
who then constituted the Presidency of the Church, and by the
Council of the Twelve. It Avas also endorsed by Arthur L.
Thomas, Governor, and Charles S. Zane, Chief Justice of the
Territory.
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From the foregoing it will be seen by any person of normal
intelligence that it was the practice of polygamous or plural
marriage which led up to the enactment of the Edmunds-Tucker
law, and later the enforcement of the law by representatives of
the government.

It is also obvious that every available means in defense of the
contention that polygamous or plural marriage was a religions

rite, and therefore could not be attacked under the Constitution
of the United States, had been exhausted ; that thereafter the
Church pledged itself, by its presidency, by its members in General
Conference assembled, and by its support of the State Constitu-
tion, to discontinue the practice of polygamous or plural marriage.
Tims our people sacredly covenanted Avith the Government of
the United States that they would obey the civil law.
That the Lord requires from His people no more than that they

shall exhaust all human means to obey the law is shown in the
following quotations, which are from revelations, given to the
Church, the first on September 22nd and 23rd, 1832, and the latter
January 19th, 18-11, nine years later :

A revelation of Jesus Christ unto his servant Joseph Smith, Jr., and
six elders, as they united their hearts and lifted their voices on high.
Yea, the word of the Lord concerning his church, established in the- last

days for the restoration of his people, as he has spoken by the mouth of
his prophets, and for the gathering of his saints to stand upon Mount
Zion, which shall be the city of New Jerusalem.
Which city shall be built, beginning at the temple lot, which is ap-

pointed by the finger of the Lord, in the western boundaries of the State
of Missouri, and dedicated by the hand of Joseph Smith, Jr., and others
with whom the Lord is well pleased.
Verily this is the word of the Lord, that the city New Jerusalem shall

be built by the gathering of the saints, beginning at this place, even the
place of the temple, which temple shall be reared in this generation.
For verily this generation shall not all pass away until an house shall

be built unto the Lord, and a cloud shall rest upon it, which cloud shall

be even the glory of the Lord, which shall fill the house.

THE LORD REVEALS INSTRUCTIONS

In this revelation the Lord definitely declares that a city and
temple are to be built at Independence, Missouri, and that this

was to be accomplished during the existing generation. Because
of wicked persecutions the Church was obliged to leave the State
of Missouri, which had been designated as the gathering place
of the saints. Under orders signed by Lilburn W. Boggs,
Governor of Missouri, twelve thousand members of the Church
were compelled to abandon their homes and flee to the State of
Illinois, where they established the city of Nauvoo.
As stated above, January 19th, 1841, a revelation was given to

the Church at Nauvoo, from which the following is copied :

Verily, verily, I say unto you, that when I give a commandment to any
of the sons of men to do a work unto my name, and these sons of men go
with all their might and with all they have to perform that work, and
cease not their diligence, and their enemies come upon them and hinder
them from performing that work, behold, it behooveth me to require
that work no more at the hands of those sons of men, but to accept of
their offerings.
And the iniquity and transgression of my holy laws and commandments

I will visit upon the heads of those who hindered my work, unto the third
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and fourth generation, so long as they repent not, and hate me, saith the
Lord God.
Therefore, for this cause have I accepted the offerings of those whom I

commanded to build tip a city and a house unto my name, in Jackson
County, Missouri, and were hindered by their enemies, saith the Lord
your God. . . .

And this I make an example unto you, for your consolation concerning
all those who have been commanded to do a work, and have been hin-

dered by the hands of their enemies, and by oppression, saith the Lord
your God. (Doctrine and Covenants, Sec. 124: 49-53.)

At the October Conference of the Church (1890) following the
publication of the Manifesto issued by President Woodruff, the
document was read before the assembled congregation, after
which Lorenzo Snow, at the time President of the Council of the
Twelve, arose and made the following motion :

I move that, recognizing Wilford Woodruff as the president of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and the only man on earth
at the present time who holds the keys of the sealing ordinances, we con-
sider him fully authorized, by virtue of his position, to issue the Manifesto
which has been read in our hearing, and which is dated September 24th,

1890, and that as a Church in General Conference assembled, we accept
his declaration concerning plural marriages as authoritative and binding.

This motion Avas unanimously sustained.
Notwithstanding this covenant, a few misguided members of

the Church, some of whom had been signers of the petition pray-
ing for amnesty, and beneficiaries of its provisions, secretly asso-
ciated themselves together for the avowed purpose of perpetu-
ating the practices of polygamous or plural marriage in defiance
of the pledge made to the government, of the terms of the En-
abling Act, and of the provisions of the State Constitution to
Avhich they had sworn allegiance.

Sworn to secrecy, these people promulgated their lawless
propaganda, the result being that reports reached the Presidency
indicating that certain professed members of the Church Avere
teaching and in some instances entering into polygamous or
plural marriage.

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH'S STATEMENT

At the General Conference of the Church, April, 1904, President
Joseph F. Smith, Avho had succeeded President Lorenzo Siioav as
President of the Church, made the following statement to the
assembled congregation :

Inasmuch as there are numerous reports in circulation that plural mar-
riages haAre been entered into contrary to the official declaration of Presi-
dent Wilford Woodruff of September 24th, 1899, commonly called The
Manifesto, which Avas issued by President Woodruff and adopted by the
Church at its General Conference, October 6th, 1890, which forbade any
marriage A

Tiolati\Te of the law of the land, I, Joseph F. Smith, Piesident
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, do hereby affirm and
declare that no such marriages have been solemnized with the sanction,
consent, or knowledge of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
And I hereby announce that all such marriages are prohibited, and if

any officer or member of the Church shall assume to solemnize or enter
into any such marriage he shall be deemed in transgression against the
Church, and will be liable to be dealt Avith according to the rules and
regulations thereof, and excommunicated therefrom.

(Co)itimied on page 585)
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EDITORIAL

THE DEVIL'S TRICK

Whenever truth comes into the world the devil goes mad.
Truth must not be set before men! That is the devil's business.

Whenever truth comes into the world, the devil gathers all his

forces to battle against its spread among men. All who accept
untruth, deliberately or ignorantly, are drafted into service.

Ignorance, superstition, tradition, self-sufficiency, intolerance and
hate are bedfellows in the camp. They who love a lie are made
captains of the evil army.
Whenever truth comes into the world, persecution begins.

The devil fights with coarse weapons befitting his ugly brood.

Misrepresentation and dark deeds are favourite tools. Murder is

in the programme ; lust of blood keeps the enemy alive.

Read the history of man down the ages. Always truth has
been compelled to fight its way through ferocious opposition.

Over and over again someone has sealed truth with blood. Christ,

in whom was only truth and all truth was crucified unto death.
Never was the universe of untruth more deeply stirred than

when the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ was restored in this

age—the beginning of the end of the reign of anti-Christ. Cen-
turies of apostacy had built a fortress of error supposedly im-
pregnable to truth. Hell raged at truth's venture into a world
claimed for its own. Persecution began, raged, and has continued
for a century.
Truth's destiny is victory. It breaks down every barrier of

error. Ultimately it rises triumphantly above its vanquished
enemy. After many trials and much tribulation, slowly, pain-

fully it reaches its happy end. The masses of men love truth
better than error, but are blinded by the clever presentations of

the enemy of truth.

Just so, the truth of the restored Gospel is becoming under-
stood in the world. The senseless persecution of the past is

dying down. The essential purity and human value of the Gospel
are becoming recognized.

But, though driven into a corner, the opposition remains active.

It plays its last card, the devil's trick. If persecution from without
is diminishing, contention within is fanned into livelier flame.

Of the two methods of destruction—persecution by untruth or
discord among those who have accepted truth—the latter is the
deadlier. An inward is more serious than an outward wound.
This, then, is the sober warning to all Latter-day Saints

:

Persecution from without is gradually vanishing. For that we
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are grateful. But, at the same time, the danger of jealousy,

strife and evil-speaking among the members of the Church in-

creases. Such internal persecution wrecks the strongest organ-

ization, even one founded in truth.

Latter-day Saints should be forewarned of this ancient satanic

trick. Contention among members of the Church must be
banished. Kind words must replace evil speaking about fellow

members. Generous goodwill must stifle jealousy. Officers must
be accepted, sustained and supported with heart and hand.
There must be an honest endeavour to love our brethren and
sisters as well as the Lord in Heaven—the first law of Gospel

living.

Love begets love. Whenever Latter-day Saints live in love

together, their armour and their shield, all their weapons are of

heavenly workmanship. The forces of evil flee in terror before

them. Try it ; the results never fail. The heart never beats so

warmly as under the power of unselfish love. Whoever allows
himself to cause contention in a branch or to spread it, Avhatever
the means employed, plays into the hands of the devil, and helps

him win victory out of his sullen corner of defeat.

Who would be the devil's tool ?—W.

OFFICIAL STATEMENT FROM THE FIRST PRESIDENCY

(Concluded from page 583)

The following resolution was presented to the congregation,
and unanimously adopted :

Resolved, that we, the members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, in General Conference assembled, hereby approve and endorse
the statement and declaration of President Joseph P. Smith, just made
to this conference, concerning plural marriages, and will support the
courts of the Church in the enforcement thereof.

October 5th, 1910, Joseph F. Smith, Aiithon H. Lund, and John
Henry Smith, the First Presidency of the Church at the time,
addressed a letter to the President of each of the Stakes of the
Church, which contained the full text of the statement made
by President Joseph F. Smith, at the General Conference,
April, 1904.

In this letter the Presidents of Stakes Avere definitely instructed
to notify the members of the Church in the Stakes over which
they presided, to report any case in which a person had entered
into a pretended marriage violative of the civil law, or taught
others to do so, and to take action against such persons and
excommunicate them from the Church.
Notwithstanding all that had been said and done upon this

question it became necessary again to call attention of the
Presidents of Stakes to it in 1914, as follows

:

January 31st, 1914
To Presidents of Stakes and Counselors

Deal- Brethren

:

Having reason to believe that some members of the Church are
secretly engaged advising and encouraging others to enter into unauthor-
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ized and unlawful marriages, we have deemed it advisable to call your
attention to the communication we addressed to you on tin's subject on
the 5th of October, 1910, a copy of which is herewith appended.
And believing, as we do, that these people are at the bottom of all the

violations referred to in our communication, Ave direct your special atten-
tion to them, with a request that any information received by you from
time to time relating to cases of this character, be followed up and inves-
tigated with a view to having this class of offenders placed on trial for
their fellowship in the Church, as we regard them equally culpable with
actual offenders. Please make the same request of your bishops.

Your brethren
Joseph P. Smith
Anthon H. Lund
Charles W. Penrose

First Presidency.

From the attitude of the Church, the statements of its author-
ized Priesthood, and the revealed will of the Lord, as shown in
the revelations quoted, it is made plain that the discontinuance
of polygamous or plural marriage was obligatory and justifiable.

In the revelation given April 30th, 1832, Jackson County, Mis-
souri was designated as the gathering place of the members of
the Church, the spot where a city was to be established, and a
temple built. This work was to be accomplished by the people
of the present generation.
Because of an order issued by its Governor, in which the

removal of the people from the State or their extermination was
ordered, the Church was obliged to leave the State of Missouri.
In the revelation given June 10th, 1841, nine years later, the

Lord absolved the Church from responsibility, and told them
that He required that work no more at their hands, and makes
this an example in all things where the people are commanded
to do a work, and are prevented by their enemies.
This principle applies to plural marriage as it does to all other

of His commandments.
The members of the Church are reminded that the practice of

polygamous or plural marriage is not the only law whose suspen-
sion has been authorized by the Lord and adopted by the people.
The lawr of animal sacrifice, in force in ancient Israel, has been
suspended, but the Prophet Joseph asserted it "would be again
restored, and such is the effect of the statement made by John
the Baptist when restoring the Aaronic Priesthood. The law of
the United Order has likewise been suspended, to be re-established
in the due time of the Lord. Other laws might be mentioned.

MANY FALSE ALLEGATIONS MADE

The members of the secret and (by reputation) oath-bound
organization referred to in the first paragraph of this statement,
make many false allegations, tAvo of which—as being those with-
out which all the others they make must necessarily fall—may
be noted here by way of cautioning the membership of the
Church against the teachings and practices of this organization.

It is alleged that on September 20-27, 1880, President John
Taylor received a revelation from the Lord, the purported text
of which is given in publications circulated apparently by or at
the instance of this same organization.
As to this pretended revelation it should be said that the
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archives of the Church contain no such revelation ;"the archives
contain no record of any such revelation, nor any evidence
,1 iistifying a belief that any such revelation was ever given. From
the personal knowledge of some of us, from the uniform and
common recollection of the presiding quorums of the Church,
from the absence in the Church archives of any evidence Avhat-
soever justifying any belief that snch a revelation was given, we
are justified in affirming that no such revelation exists.

Furthermore, insofar as the authorities of the Church are con-
cerned and insofar as the members of the Church are concerned,
since this pretended revelation, if ever given, was never presented
to and adopted by the Church or by any council of the Church,
and since to the contrary, an inspired rule of action, the Mani-
festo, was (subsequently to the pretended revelation) presented
to and adopted by the Church, which inspired rule in its terms,
purport, and effect was directly opposite to the interpretation
given to the pretended revelation, the said pretended revelation
could have no validity and no binding effect and force upon
Church members, and action under it would be unauthorized,
illegal, and void.
The second allegation made by the organization and its mem-

bers (as reported) is to the effect that President John Taylor
ordained and set apart several men to perform marriage cere-
monies (inferentially polygamous or plural marriage ceremonies),
and gave to those so allegedly authorized the further power to
set others apart to do the same thing.
There is nothing in the records of the Church to show that any

such ordination or setting apart was ever performed. There is

no recollection or report among the officers of the Church to
whom such an incident would of necessity be known, that any
such action was ever taken.
Furthermore, any such action would have been illegal and void

because the Lord has laid down without qualification the principle
that " there is never but one on earth at a time on whom this
power and the keys of this priesthood are conferred." The Lord
has never changed this rule.

A PRETENDED REVELATION

Moreover, four years after the date when it is alleged this
pretended revelation Avas given to President John Taylor, and
four years after the date of the alleged ordaining and setting
apart of these men by President Taylor to perform marriage
ceremonies (presumably polygamous or plural), the Church in
General Conference formally approved the solemn declaration
offered to the Conference by Lorenzo Snow, then president of
the Council of the Twelve, that President Wilford Woodruff was
" the only man on earth at the present time (1890) who holds the
keys of the sealing ordinances." This statement would have
been an unmitigated falsehood if the allegation of the organiza-
tion were true. President Lorenzo Snow did not falsify.

Finally, without direct revelation from the Lord changing the
principle that there is never but one man on the earth at one
time who holds the keys of the sealing power—and Ave solemnly
affirm that there is not uoav and there has not been given any
revelation making any change in that principle—any such act of
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ordination by President Taylor as that seemingly alleged by the
members of this organization would be completely null and void.
No one better knew this principle regarding authority for this
sealing power, than President John Taylor, and he would not
have attempted to violate it. It is a sacrilege to his memory

—

the memory of a great and true Latter-day Saint, a prophet of
the Lord—that these falsehoods should be broadcast by those
who professed to be his friends while he lived.

The Master said that in the last days many should come in
His, name saying, "I am Christ," and that these would deceive
many ; that many false prophets would come who would deceive
many ; that false Christs and false prophets would arise, would
show forth great signs and wonders and, would, if possible,
deceive the Very elect. The Lord warned us that in these days
"if any man shall say unto you, Lo here is Christ, or there;
believe it not."
We do not wish to pass judgment upon or evaluate the motives

of our fellowmen—that is for the Lord to do—but we unquali-
fiedly say, as it is our right and duty to say, that the doctrines
these persons preach and the practices they follow, are born of
the Evil One and are contrary to the revealed will and word of
the Lord. We call iipon them to repent and to forsake their
false doctrines and evil practices. Unless they do so the Lord
will not hold them guiltless.

It is a significant fact that these claims are put forward in
their detail after all persons who were in presiding authority at
the time of these alleged occurrences and who might check the
stories told, are dead.

CELESTIAL MARRIAGE AND POLYGAMY NOT SYNONYMOUS TERMS

Celestial marriage—that is, marriage for time and eternity

—

and polygamous or plural marriage are not synonymous terms.
Monogamous marriages for time and eternity, solemnized in our
temples in accordance with the word of the Lord and the laws
of the Church, are Celestial marriages.
At President John Taylor's death, the keys of the sealing

ordinances, with their powers and limitations, passed by regular
devolution, in the way and manner prescribed by the Lord and
in accordance with the custom of the Church, to President
Wilford Woodruff. At the latter's death they similarly passed
to President Lorenzo Snow ; and upon his death, they similarly
passed to President Joseph F. Smith ; and at his death the same
keys passed in the same way to President Heber J. Grant. There
has been no change in the law of succession of the priesthood and
of the keys appertaining thereto, nor in the regular order of its

descent.
The keys of the sealing ordinances rest to-day solely in Presi-

dent Heber J. Grant, having so passed to him by the ordination
prescribed by the Lord, at the hands of those having the author-
ity to pass them, and whose authority has never been taken
aAvay by the Lord, nor suspended, nor interfered with by the
Church. President Grant is the only man on the earth at this
time who possesses these keys. He has never authorized any
one to perform polygamous or plural marriages; he is not per-
forming such marriages himself ; he has not on his part violated
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nor is he violating the pledge he made to the Church, to the
world, and to our government at the time of the Manifesto.
Any one making statements contrary to the foregoing is in-

nocently or maliciously telling that which is not true. Any one
representing himself as authorized to perform such marriages is

making a false representation. Any such ceremony performed
by any person so making such representations is a false and mock
ceremony. Those living as husband and wife under and pursu-
ant to the ceremonies proscribed by President Smith or the
ceremonies performed by any person whatsoever since that
proscription, are living in adultery and are subject to the at-
taching penalties.
AVe reaffirm as true to-day and as being true ever since it was

made in 1904, the statement of President Smith which was en-
dorsed by a General Conference of the Church " that no such mar-
riages have been solemnized with the sanction, consent, or know-
ledge of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints."

Finally, we are in honour bound to the government and people
of the United States, upon a consideration we have fully received

—

Statehood—to discontinue the practice of polygamous or plural
marriage, and Latter-day Saints will not violate their plighted
faith.

The Church reaffirms its adherence to the declarations of Wil-
ford Woodruff, Lorenzo Snow, and Joseph P. Smith.

It adheres to the pledges made to the government of the United
States, and to the constitutional law of the State of Utah.
We confirm and renew the instructions given to Church officers

by President Joseph F. Smith in 1904, in 1910. and in 1914, and
direct the officers who administer the affairs of the Church dili-

gently to investigate reported violations of the adopted rule, and
if persons are found who have violated President Smith's ruling
(adopted by the Church) or who are entering into, or teaching,
encouraging, or conspiring with others to enter into so-called
polygamous or plural marriages, we instruct such officers to take
action against such persons, and, finding them guilty, to excom-
municate them from the Church in accord with the directions
given by President Smith. We shall hold Church officers respon-
sible for the proper performance of this duty.

Heber J. Grant
Anthony W. Ivins
Reuben J. Clark, Jr.

First Presidency.

STEERING WHEEL OR SPARE WHEEL?
Elder Heber I. Boden

Mr. Hugh Redwood has asked the question : "Is your religion

your 'steering-wheel,' or is it only your 'spare-wheel'?"
The majority of the people in the world to-day, if they truth-

fully answered this interrogative, would confess that their
religion was only a spare wheel to them. This is certainly true
of the class of people who think only of their church when they
have a baby to be christened, or a loved one to be buried. Is
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this true of the members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints? If it is, I would be just as happy without any re-
ligious connections !

Let us take an inventory of ourselves. If we did not live and
work for the Gospel, what would we be doing iioav ? Would Ave
be as advanced as we are? No, we would be lagging behind,
content with using our doctrines as a ''spare wheel." A person
who has a testimony of this Gospel can only use it as a "steering
wheel."
A steering wheel without spokes would be of little use, as it

would bend and break. Our '

' wheel " will never break, for we have
in it four strong spokes. The foremost of these is faith. By
faith we do all things. As a result of faith, we are conscious of
our mistakes, and we want to repent. If we truly repent, we
are anxious to blot out our past errors ; so Ave obey the command
of God, and are baptised. Some one liaA'ing authority then lays
his hands upon us and AA'e receiAe the Holy Ghost. All of our other
doctrines and teachings are supports to these four "spokes."
They radiate from these four eternal principles of truth.
There is one more question: What about the "driver" of this

"steering AA'heel" religion. Has God proAided any rules for each
individual to folloAv ? Certainly, He has given us promises where-
by Ave can guide our religion along paths of truth. The Word of
Wisdom is giATen for the development of man, and, by obeying it,

Ave are assured that we Avill be physically, mentally, and morally
conditioned to handle this great "wheel." We also have the
laws of tithing and fasting. These laws are not only great aids
spiritually, but they are insurance policies against the punish-
ments of the Avicked.

If Ave prove by our daily lives that Ave are living the thirteenth
Article of Faith: "We belieA^e in being honest, true, chaste,
benevolent, virtuous, and in doing good to all men ; indeed Ave
may say that Ave folloAv the admonition of Paul—Ave belieA'e all

things, avo hope all things, Ave haAe endured many things, and
hope to able to endure all things. If there is anything virtuous,
lovely, or of good report or praiseworthy, Ave seek after these
things," then Ave Avill gain the respect of all nations and the Lord
Avill never forsake us ; then our religion is truly what it is meant
to be—a "steering wheel."

CHURCH WIDE NEW5

To memorialize the establishment of the Relief Society, March 17th,
1842, a monument Avas recently placed on the site of the old Joseph
Smith store in Naivroo, Illinois, where the Society was organized.
Louisa Y. Robison, President of the Relief Society, officiated at the
unveiling ceremonies on July 26th.

In a recent issne of the Millennial Star, the membership of the Aaronic
Priesthood at the close of the year 1932 A\ras announced to be 74,261. This
total did not include the membership of the various missions of the
Chinch, which totals 13,108, making the Church-wide total for the mem-
bership of the Aaronic Priesthood at the end of the year 1932, 87,379.

Elder Don B. Colton, for twelve years United States Congressman
for Utah, and for many years prominent in Church and ciAic affairs in
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Utah, has been named to succeed Elder James H. Moyle as president of
the Eastern States Mission. Elder Moyle has been released after nearly
seven years of missionary service, to accept the appointment of United
States Commissioner of Customs. As he served as Assistant Secretary of
the Treasury under President Woodrow Wilson, his knowledge of
governmental affairs well qualifies him for his new responsibility.

As a memento of the recent Relief Society excursion to Nauvoo, Presi-
dent Louise Y. Robison brought back to Salt Lake with her a large
picture of Emma Smith, wife of the Prophet Joseph Smith, and first

President of the Relief Society. The picture was presented by President
Fredrick M. Smith of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, who participated in the ceremonies, July 26th, at which a
monument was unveiled marking the site of the organization of the
Relief Society.

At Kalaupapa, the leper settlement in the Hawaiian Islands, a Latter-
day Saint Sunday School was organized recently. The inhabitants of the
colony who attend, in spite of their infirmities from the dread malady are
happy and optimistic with the religious philosophy of "Mormonism."
With the new branch at Kalaupapa, there are now fifty-five Sunday
schools in the Hawaiian Mission. Classes are very cosmopolitan in at-

tendance—those of the Branch at Kahli are conducted in tour different
languages, English, Hawaiian, Samoan, and Chinese.

According to the last report of the Tongan Mission of the Chmch,
1,200 baptisms have been performed among the native residents of the
Tongan Islands, since 1908. The Tongan Islands, or Friendly Islands,
are situated almost midway between the Hawaiian Islands and New
Zealand, and are under British Rule. The population, 27,000, is almost
entirely native Polynesian peoples. Three Elders, labouring among the
natives at present, report that the work is progressing very well, and
make the interesting observation that the natives, especially those who
are striving toward truth and helping to promote the cause of righteous-
ness, are fast becoming very fair complexioned.

At a special memorial service held at Clarkston, Utah, the burial place
of Martin Harris, one of the Three Witnesses to the Book of Mormon,
three aged residents of Clarkston swore affidavits to the effect that they
had each heard Martin Harris orally bear his testimony to the divinity of
the Book of Mormon. The men, Thomas Godfrey, 80, John Buttars, 79,

and John E. Godfrey, 77, appeared before a large congregation on this
occasion, and, with Judge Jesse E. Rich of Logan, Utah, acting as notary
public, made their statements. Each reported Martin Harris as replying,
in answer to the question, that he did not believe the Book of Mormon to
be true, he knew it to be true. The affidavits have been placed on file at
the Church Historian's Office.

Trials and hardships endured by the early pioneers in their trek
across the plains of America were brought very forcibly to the minds of a
group of Church members and officers during a recent five-day auto-
mobile caravan trip over part of the Overland trail. The party, under
the leadership of Elder George Albert' Smith of the Council of
Twelve, who is president of the Utah Pioneer Trails and Landmarks
Association, had as its objective the placing of markers commemorating
outstanding events and happenings that transpired along the route
traveled by the pioneers. They made the entire trip in true pioneer
style, camping out most of the time, and holding old-time camp fire

ceremonies each night. Monuments were placed at the scenes of several
disasters experienced by the saints on their way to Utah, and markers
Avere placed on the spot of the historic meeting of frontiersman Jim
Bridger and Brigham Young, where Bridger offered President Young
" one thousand dollars for the first ear of corn raised in Salt Lake Valley,"
and on a part of the old "Mormon" Wall in Fort Badger. President
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Heber J. Grant met the party at Fort Bridger where, later, they joined
the Wyoming State Officials in the dedication of Fort Bridger State
Historical Park.

FROM THE MISSION FIELD

Transfers : Elder John B. Stagg was transferred from the British Mis-
sion Office to the Bristol District on August 28th. Elder John Shnmway,
Jr., was transferred on August 23rd from the Hull to the Bristol District.

Doings in the Districts: Birmingham—Nuneaton Branch Sunday
School held their annual outing at Sutton Coldfield, on July 15th. The
day's activities included refreshments and a programme of games. On
August Bank Holiday the M. I. A. of the Nuneaton Branch sponsored an
outing at Nuneaton Park. Participants enjoyed cricket, swimming, and
bowling.
Sixty members of the Handsworth Branch travelled to Lapworth,

Worcestershire, on August Bank Holiday, where they spent a pleasant
day together.
Liverpool—Saints of the District joined with members of the Wigan

Bianch in an outing near Blackpool, on August Bank Holiday.
At Durham House, Liverpool, on July 26th, five applicants for Church

membership were baptized and confirmed. President Kent S. Bramwell,
assisted by local Elder George Patey and the travelling elders of the
District, conducted the services.

Seventy-four members and friends of the Burnley Branch met recently
in the Branch Hall for their annual Harvest Festival. A well-planned
programme of recitations, costume dances, and plays in miniature pre-
ceded the customary sale of fruits and vegetables. The hall was taste-

fully decorated with the products of the harvest. All who participated
pronounced the affair a distinct success.

Manchester—In aid of the Relief Society of the Hyde Branch, Sister
Allsop entertained twenty-five guests at afternoon tea, August 15th.

Among those present were the Mayoress of Hyde, Mrs. Shatwell, and the
Hyde Rose Queen, Freda Molesdale. The proceeds of the afternoon
totaled £1 2s.

DEATH

Keyes—Sister Margaret M. Keyes of the Belfast Branch, Ulster Dis-

trict, aged 12 years, died at her home in Ballymacrennan, after a pro-
longed illness. President Stephen L. Dunford conducted the funeral
services at the family residence. Elder Max R. Openshaw dedicated the
grave.
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